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PART 26—CONTROL TOWER 

OPERATOR CERTIFICATES 
Traffic Confrol Procedures 

P a r t 26 of t h e Civil Air Regu la t ions 
provides, a m o n g o the r t h ings , for t h e 
basic knowledge a n d exper ience r equ i r e 
m e n t s for t h e issuance of air traffic con 
t ro l tower ope ra to r certif icates. Sect ions 
26.26 a n d 26.26-1 provide t h a t cert if i
ca ted a i r traffic cont ro l tower opera to r s 
sha l l control traffic in accordance wi th 
procedures prescr ibed by t h e Admin i s 
t r a t o r i n P a r t 617. 

P a r t 617 provides a deta i led descr ip
t ion o f such procedures . These p r o c e 
du re s a re , i n essence, a dup l ica t ion of 
t h e procedures con ta ined in P a r t 3 of t h e 
Army-Navy-Ai r Fo rce -Fede ra l Aviat ion 
Agency Procedures for t h e Con t ro l of 
Air Traffic (ANC/PCAT) M a n u a l . 

T h e ANC/PCAT M a n u a l h a s been a n d 
is recognized a s t h e p r inc ipa l a i r traffic 
con t ro l procedures document , a n d li t t le, 
if any , use is m a d e of t h e m a t e r i a l p r o 
vided in P a r t 617. To provide a single, 
official source of all a i r trafBc cont ro l 
procedures a n d to e l imina te t h e a d m i n 
i s t ra t ive t a sk involved i n t h e m a i n t e 
n a n c e of two documen t s , it is deemed 
advisable a n d in t h e bes t i n t e re s t of t h e 
public to rescind P a r t 617, a n d th i s is 
being accomplished in a complemen ta ry 
ac t ion . 

T o conform t a r t 26 to t h e rescission 
of P a r t 617, § 26.26 is being a m e n d e d to 
delete a cross re ference to P a r t 617. I n 
addi t ion , t h e a p p r o p r i a t e m a n u a l s of 
t h e Federa l Aviat ion Agency ^are e s t a b 

lished as the official source for t h e p r o 
cedures a n d prac t ices to be employed by 
a cert if icated a i r traffic cont ro l tower 
operator . A subs t i t u t e no te reflects t h e 
proper source of m a t e r i a l concern ing 
these procedures . An edi tor ia l a m e n d 
m e n t to th i s section h a s also been m a d e 
to u p d a t e t h e re ference to a n a i r r o u t e 
trafBc control center . Sec t ion 26.26-1 is 
be ing ' e l imina t ed , s ince th i s sec t ion will 
no longer be required. 

I n a s m u c h as these a m e n d m e n t s i m 
pose n o add i t i ona l o u r d e n u p o n a n y 
person, compl iance wi th t h e not ice a n d 
p rocedure r equ i r emen t s of t h e A d m i n 
is t ra t ive Procedure Act Is unnecessa ry , 

In cons idera t ion of t h e foregoing, P a r t 
26 (14 CFR P a r t 26) is he reby a m e n d e d 
as follows: 

1. By a m e n d i n g J 26.26 t o read as 
foMows: 
§ 26.26 Exercise of authority. 

A certif icated a i r traffic control tower 
opera to r shal l cont ro l traffic in accord
ance with t h e p rocedures a n d prac t ices 
as prescr ibed in t h e app rop r i a t e a i r t ra f 
fic control m a n u a l s of the Federa l Avia
t ion Agency to provide for t h e safe, 
order ly a n d expedit ious flow of air t raf 
fic in accordance wi th t h e following 
r e q u i r e m e n t s : 

(a) Wlien w e a t h e r condi t ions a r e 
equal to or be t t e r t h a n t h e basic m i n i -
m u m s prescr ibed for VFR, flight by P a r t 
CO of th i s subchap te r , a i r traffic m a y be 
control led by a n opera to r wi th e i ther a 
j un io r or senior r a t i n g for t h e a i rpor t 
involved: Provided, T h a t where t h e vol
ume or c h a r a c t e r of t h e a i r traffic, t h e 
type a n d equ ipmen t of a i rc ra f t ut i l iz ing 
t h e a i rpor t , or t h e a i r p o r t facilities r e 

quire t h a t a n ope ra to r w i th a j u n i o r 
r a t i n g be supervised, all air traffic a t 
s u c h a i r p o r t sha l l be cont ro l led u n d e r 
t h e supervis ion of a n opera to r wi th a 
senior r a t i n g . 

(b) W h e n w e a t h e r condi t ions a r e 
below t h e basic min im ums prescr ibed for 
VFR flight by P a r t 60 of th i s subchap te r , 
a i r traffic sha l l be cont ro l led by an. o p 
e r a to r w i th a senior r a t i ng , a n d s u c h 
ope ra to r shal l n o t issue a n a i r traffic 
c lea rance for flight w i t h o u t pr ior a u 
thor iza t ion f rom the . a p p r o p r i a t e a i r 
rou te traffic con t ro l center . 

(c) I n a n emergency a n ope ra to r w i th 
a senior r a t ing m a y de lega te h i s a u t h o r 
i ty to a n ope ra to r wi th a jun io r r a t i n g . 

Nora: Information regarding the appro
priate air traffic control manuals of the Fed
eral Aviation Agency may be obtained from 
any Federal Aviation Agency Air Traffic Con
trol facility, any Federal Aviation Agency 
Regional Office, or by writing to: 

Federal Aviation Agency, Bureau of Air 
Traffic Management, 1711 New York Avenue, 
Washington 25, D.C. 
§ 26.26-1 [Rescission] 

2. By resc inding § 26.26-1, 
T h i s a m e n d m e n t shal l become effective 

t h i r t y days af te r publ ica t ion in t h e 
FEDERAL REGISTER. 

(Sees. 313(a), 307, 602; 72 Stat. 752, 749 776" 49 B.8.C. 1354(a), 134B, 1432) 
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